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Useless Info! 

τThe oldest business in the United States 

of America is the cymbal company Zildjian 

which was founded in Constantinople in 

1623. 

 

τDid you ever wonder what the WD in 

WD-40 stands for?  The name was lifted 

right out of chemist Norm Larsen's labora-

tory notebook.  Way back in 1953, he was 

trying to concoct an anti-corrosion for-

mula, which worked on the basic principle 

of displacing water.  On his 40th try, 

Larsen finally got it right.  Hence the name 

WD-40.  It literally means Water Displacer, 

40th try. 

 

τS.O.S means 

"Save Our Sauce-

ǇŀƴǎΦέ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

lack of a period 

after the last S; this 

made it a unique 

name (other than 

the S.O.S. distress signal) so it could be 

registered with the Patent Office. 

 

τMost people think SOS, the universal 

distress call, means "Save Our Ships" or 

"Save Our Souls", but neither is correct. In 

reality, the three letters do not stand for 

anything. When Samuel Morse developed 

the Morse Code, he needed a simple 

distress call, one that those with little 

knowledge of the code could do. Only O 

and S consist of three identical signals. 

The O is three dashes and the S is three 

dots. Since a dot is shorter than a dash, he 

decided on SOS to minimize the time to 

transmit.  
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Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, or Shrove Tuesday, 

falls on Tuesday, February 16, 2010, and is the last 

day of feasting before Lent begins on Ash Wednes-

day, the next day. 

The entire history of Mardi Gras is too long to print 

here;  a complete history can be found at:  http://

http://mardigrasneworleans.com/history. Mardi Gras 

or "Fat Tuesday," has grown in popularity in recent years as 

a raucous, sometimes hedonistic event. But its roots lie in 

the Christian calendar, as the "last hurrah" before Lent 

begins on Ash Wednesday. That's why the enormous party 

in New Orleans, for example, ends abruptly at midnight on 

Tuesday, with battalions of street sweepers pushing the 

crowds out of the French Quarter towards home. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ aŀǊŘƛ DǊŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ aŜŘƛŜπ

val Europe. The origins of the Mardi Gras we cele-

brate today -- with Kings, Mardi Gras colors, and 

brass bands -- are traced to New Orleans. 

What is less known about Mardi Gras is its relation 

to the Christmas season, through the ordinary-time 

interlude known in many Catholic cultures as Carni-

val. (Ordinary time, in the Christian calendar, refers 

to the normal "ordering" of time outside of the Ad-

vent/Christmas or Lent/Easter seasons. Carnival 

comes from the 

Latin words carne 

vale, meaning 

"farewell to the 

flesh." Like many 

Catholic holidays 

and seasonal 

celebrations, it  

likely has its roots 

in pre-Christian 

traditions based 

on the seasons. 

Some believe the 

festival represented the few days added to the lunar 

calendar to make it coincide with the solar calendar; 

since these days were outside the calendar, rules and 

customs were not obeyed. Others see it as a late-

winter celebration designed to welcome the coming 

spring. As early as the middle of the second century, 

the Romans observed a Fast of 40 Days, which was 

preceded by a brief season of feasting, costumes and 

merrymaking. 

The Carnival season kicks off with the Epiphany, 

also known as Twelfth Night, Three Kings' Day and, 

in the Eastern churches, Theophany. Epiphany, 

which falls on January 6, 12 days after Christmas, 

celebrates the visit of the Wise Men bearing gifts 

for the infant Jesus. In cultures that celebrate Car-

nival, Epiphany kicks off a series of parties leading 

up to Mardi Gras. 

There are well-known season-long Carnival cele-

brations in Europe and Latin America, including 

Nice, France; Cologne, Germany; and Rio de Ja-

neiro, Brazil. The best-known celebration in the 

U.S. is in New Orleans and the French-Catholic 

communities of the Gulf Coast. Mardi Gras literally 

means "Fat Tuesday" in French. The name comes 

from the tradition of slaughtering and feasting 

upon a fattened calf on the last day of Carnival. The 

day is also known as Shrove Tuesday (from "to 

shrive," or hear confessions), Pancake Tuesday and 

fetter Dienstag, the custom of making pancakes 

comes from the need to use up fat, eggs and dairy 

before the fasting and abstinence of Lent begins. 

 

How Do You Pronounce 

New Orleans? 

Accents in the United States, particularly the 

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 

rules  for pronunciation. Many of New Orleans' own 

denizens would probably laugh if you insisted this be 

the case. They pronounce it New'awlins, by slightly 

eliding the "oo" sound from "New" and pronouncing 

the "or" as "aw," as in "saw," with an ever-so-slight 

"uh" sound before the "aw." 

Part of this pronunciation has to do with Louisi-

ana's location in the Southern United States. Most of 

it, however, comes from the influence of the Cajun 

dialect, which is a veritable jumbo of linguistic 

gumbo, including French, Indian, English and even 

some African dialects. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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