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Ms. Boyce authored the de-

lightful books, Capon Notes 

and Capon Folks.  I was re-

minded that TV and the inter-

net haven’t always been 

around. People, however, used 

to communicate very effec-

tively by way of “hard-wired” 

and lasting printed words.   

 

Mr. Wirtz penned the Capon 

Valley Sampler, 

which gave me a 

window into a rich, 

and  misty-like 

history of West 

Virginia, the Poto-

mac  and Capon 

Valleys and sur-

rounding areas. 

 

I believe I’ve seen 

the shadowy ghost 

of  George Wash-

ington surveying 

the land. 

 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  

This monthly newsletter’s main 

purpose is to share informa-

tion, stories, announcements 

and more. Even though there 

are excellent newspapers serv-

ing us, none are targeted es-

pecially to Potomac Valley 

residents and those living 

alongside the beautiful Caca-

pon River. I hope to remedy 

that, and for as long as I can, 

provide this newsletter free of 

charge. It’s yours for the tak-

ing. 

 

The Nine MusesThe Nine MusesThe Nine Muses   
“ were Greek goddesses who 

ruled over the arts and sci-

ences and offered inspiration 

in those subjects. They were 

the daughters of Zeus, lord of 

all gods, and Mnemosyne, who 

represented memory. Memory 

was important for the Muses 

because in ancient times, 

when there were no books, 

poets had to carry their work in 

their memories.”  

 

http://www.infoplease.com/

ipa/A0881991.html 

 

There are many Muses living in 

these ancient mountains and 

by the riverside. I was inspired 

to write this newsletter be-

cause of two people in particu-

lar: Debbie Boyce, and Willard 

Wirtz.   

 

Neither my husband nor I are 

native to Capon Valley, but it feels 

like home to both of us. We’ve 

lived here for 3 1/2 years and 

have grown more attached with 

each passing day.  

 

We hail from steamy southeast 

Georgia, and arctic northwest 

Iowa, and feel so fortunate to have 

found this wonderful place on the 

Cacapon River to call home. 

 

We love watching people, swans, 

and ducks float by, and the fish 

jumping out of the water is a sight 

to behold . Gazing at the river as it 

lies gently still, and watching as it 

rages by are  things of wonder.   

We even love the beavers al-

though they chopped down one of 

our most prized trees. Beavers are 

very efficient. 

 

Look closely at the photo on the 

left. The trees are really reflections 

in the water. 

 

The Cacapon River as part of the 

Potomac River watershed is a 

designated and protected Ameri-

can Heritage River. Treat it kindly—

it gets sick when trash is dumped 

in it. 

 

 

D I D  Y O U  

K N O W ?  

—Cacapon, an Indian 

name, is believed to 

mean medicine or heal-

ing. 

—The Appalachian Moun-

tain Range is estimated to 

be about 400-500 million 

years old. 

—Lightning bugs (or fire-

flies) are different species 

of  beetles.  Each species 

has its own flash pattern.  

—Because North America 

and Africa were once 

connected, the Appalachi-

ans form part of the same 

mountain chain as the 

Anti-Atlas in Morocco. 

O N  T H E  F L I P  

S I D E  

 

 
 
—Dave’s Musings 

—General Info 

—Stuff  for Sale  (No real 

estate) 

—Personal Announcements 

(no legal) 

—Community/Church & 

Organization Events 

—Need Work 

—Need Workers 

—Barter Central 

—Free Stuff 

 

C a p o n  R i v e r  R e f l e c t i o n s  

River Road Muses
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F l i p  s i d e  

Dave’s Musings 
 

Drowned Chickens  
by David Dunlap 

 

As I heard it from 

mother, I suppose it was 

true.. 

 During the 30’s, my mother & father, 

grandpa “pop”, Con Dunlap and Nettie 

Dimp would take their old Buick up to Net-

tie’s home place (Evan Cline place) for the 

weekends so dad & Con could farm and 

escape from Winchester’s heat and humid-

ity.  

Without electric refrigeration, live chickens 

were hauled in travel coops in the trunk 

with the lid propped open so the chickens 

could breathe, I guess.  

The problem came at “high water” at the 

River Road Red Barn area. Driving through 

water wasn’t that unusual, but dad under-

estimated how high the water was, and the 

chickens drowned. 

I couldn’t understand the trauma. Chickens 

rarely survive cooking, and in this case, 

they were only drowned, not damaged. With 

no cooling or ice though, they had to be 

cooked and eaten right away . 

It was a different world back in those days.  

(David Dunlap was born in Winchester, VA, 

and currently lives in Yellow Spring, WV. 

Dave is known for his prolific writing & tell-

ing of many events past and current. He  

contributed significantly to  one of Ms. 

Boyceõs books, Capon Folks. 

Stuff for Sale 
Jay Turser Acous. Elec. 

Guitar. 4 yrs old. Amp, 

Accessories. VG cond. 

$150—304-856-2524 

_______________ 

Wood DR set. Seats 6. 

Small burn on surface. 

$200. 304-856-2524 

_______________ 

Small Comp desk. $15. 

304-856-2524 
____________________ 

Small black Comp desk 

$10. 304-856-2524 
____________________ 

Personals 
(can include births, 

deaths, weddings, 

honors, achievements, 

etc. No legals) 
____________________ 

Events 
(can include events 

from public/private 

organizations, individu-

als, churchs, etc.) 

 

Need Workers 
Handyman to replace 

some ceiling tiles. Have 

tiles. 304-856-2524 

 

Monthly house clean-

ing. Floors/inside 

windows only. HW & 

tile floors. 304-856-

2524 
______________________ 

Need Work 
(offer your services for 

pay) 
 

Barter Central  
(exchange services for 

services, services for 

goods, goods for 

goods.) 

 

Free Stuff 
Old  cast iron stove, 

probably for heat. Not 

sure. 304-856-2524 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation 
 

Open Range restaurant, 
located Rt. 259, Highview. I 

highly recommend this eating 

place for great, fresh food, 

and great service at affordable 

prices. Generous portions.  

 

 

More Capon River Reflections.  

Golden Retriever: The sun is 

shining, the day is young, we’ve 

got our whole lives ahead of us, 

and you’re inside worrying 

about a stupid burned out 

bulb? 

Border Collie: Just one. And 

then I’ll replace any wiring 

that’s not up to code. 

Dachshund: You know I can’t 

reach that stupid lamp! 

Rottweiler: Make me. 

Boxer: Who cares? I can still 

play with my squeaky toys in 

the dark. 

L a b :  O h ,  m e ,  m e ! ! ! ! ! 

Pleeeeeeeze, let me change 

the light bulb! Can I? Can I? 

Huh? Huh? Huh? Pleeeeeze, 

please, please! 

German Shepherd: I’ll change it 

as soon as I’ve led these peo-

ple from the dark, check to 

make sure  I haven’t missed 

any, and make just one more 

perimeter patrol to see that no 

one has tried to take advantage 

of the situation. 

Jack Russell Terrier: I’ll just pop 

it in while I’m bouncing off the 

walls and furniture. 

Old English Sheep Dog: Light 

bulb? I’m sorry, but I don’t see 

a light bulb. 

Cocker Spaniel: Why change it? 

I can still pee on the carpet in 

the dark. 

Chihuahua: Yo quiero Taco 

Bulb. 

Pointer: I see it, there it is, 

there it is, right there….. 

Greyhound: It isn’t moving. Who 

cares? 

Australian Shepherd: First, I’ll 

put all the light bulbs in a little 

circle….. 

Poodle: I’ll just blow in the Bor-

der Collie’s ear and he’ll do it. 

By the time he finishes rewiring 

the house, my nails will be dry. 

 

Cat’s Answer: “Dogs do not 

change light bulbs. People 

change light bulbs. So, the real 

question is: How long will it be 

before I can expect some light, 

some dinner, and a massage? 

How Many  Dogs Does It Take to Change a 

Light Bulb? (author unknown)  

  Breeze & Rocky Norby 

General Info 

—Free 

—Prints once a month on or about 

the 1st. 

—Distribution to  retailers in the area. 

—Low volume print because of cost. 

However, will be happy to send via 

PDF format as e-mail attachment 

(need your e-mail)  

—Everyone invited (please) to submit 

photos, articles, tidbits, etc. Photos 

can be either in digital format (JPG) 

or an actual photo. 

 

 

 

—Articles, photos and ads must be 

submitted 2 weeks before the first of 

the month to appear in the upcoming 

month..  

—I will maintain editorial control and 

offer editorial services to those who 

would like help with composition. 

—Please call or e-mail with your sug-

gestions, articles, notices, want ads, 

etc.  

Contact Info: 

Linda Norby: 304.856.2524 

E-Mail: Lindanorby@frontiernet.net 

 


